Mosquito Procedures and Checklist

1. Check the two humidity chambers to ensure there is water in them.  If not, fill them with dI water (you can simply use the squirt bottle to do this)

2. Log into your lab’s account on the computer and double click the Mosquito Icon.  Select “yes” when asked about initializing the instrument.

3. Go to File  Open and open the protocol that you need for your experiment.  If you don’t see what you need or have questions about the protocol(s), please contact. Prof. Fera.

4. Tools for the robot are kept in the top-left drawer.

5. Place only a small amount of water on the block onto which your cover seal will go.  Use a kim wipe if needed to remove some of the excess water.  If there is too much water, the Mosquito tips might move the cover slip and your sample and reservoir drops may not be centered on one another.

6. Place your plates and blocks on the deck as needed.  Please make sure they are NOT sitting on top of the metal on the bottom right corner of each slot!!! If they are, the tips will JAM!  If this does happen, please advance the tips twice before starting a new run.

7. Make sure you see humidity vapors once you start your run.  If you don’t see any, the chambers might be in need of water, so you should refill them immediately (can do so while the instrument is running).

8. After you complete your run(s), cut the tips so they are not hanging on the floor, and throw them in the trash.

9. Make sure to remove everything from the deck and close the doors to the chamber.  Place all the tools you used back into the top-left drawer.

10. Sign the logbook.  Make a note of the tip count and of any problems encountered.  If problems were encountered, or if the tips are running low, please contact. Prof. Fera to let her know.

11. [bookmark: _GoBack]Log out of your lab’s account and please close the laptop. The instrument is to remain on.  
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